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1 . DURING NOVEMBER 2 US-FRENCH CONSULTATIONS ON CHEMICAL 
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WEAPONS (CW), CHIEF OF THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
SERVICE OF PACTS AND DISARMAMENT (DE LA FERRIERE) MADE A 
PROPOSAL WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS "PERSONAL” BUT OBVIOUSLY 
HAD OFFICIAL INSPIRATION THAT APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS FROM 
US, UK, FRG, AND FRANCE MEET TO DISCUSS CW VERIFICATION 
ISSUES IN DETAIL. AFTER REFLECTING ON THIS PROPOSAL, WE 
HAVE CONCLUDED THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS COULD BE USEFUL, BOTH 
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IN TERMS OF ENGAGING THE FRENCH FURTHER IN A CONSTRUCTIVE 
DISARMAMENT DIALOGUE AND IN TERMS OF TESTING THE US 
NEGOTIATING POSITION ON VERIFICATION. WE WOULD NOT INTEND 
FOR SUCH DISCUSSIONS TO DETRACT IN ANY WAY FROM THE 
CONTINUING DISARMAMENT CONSULTATIONS WITH ALL NATO ALLIES 
BOTH IN BRUSSELS AND IN GENEVA. WE WOULD EXPECT, THEREFORE, 
THAT THE EXISTENCE AS WELL AS THE CONTENT OF THESE 
CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE KEPT ENTIRELY CONFIDENTIAL. 

2. WE WOULD LIKE FIRST TO EXPLORE THE PROPOSAL FURTHER 
WITH DE LA FERRIERE ON AN INFORMAL BASIS TO ESTABLISH 

A GENERAL UNDERSTANDING ON THE LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION. 
PLACE, TIMING, CONFIDENTIALITY AND AGENDA FOR SUCH A 
MEETING. AFTER REACHING A GENERAL UNDERSTANDING WITH 
THE FRENCH, WE MIGHT SUGGEST THAT THE FRENCH FOLLOW UP 
WITH THE BRITISH AND THE GERMANS TO COMPLETE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR A MEETING. FROM PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
BRITISH AND GERMANS DURING EARLIER CONSULTATIONS, IT 
SEEMS CLEAR THAT BOTH WOULD WELCOME TALKS ON CW WITH 
THE FRENCH AS WELL AS OURSELVES. 

3. WE BELIEVE THAT DURING THE EXPLORATORY PHASE IT WOULD 
BE BEST IF THE LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION REMAINS ROUGHLY 

AT THE SAME LEVEL AS IN PREVIOUS US-FRENCH BILATERAL 
CONSULTATIONS (I.E. US ALTERNATE HEAD OF CW DELEGATION) 

WITH PARTICIPATION OF VARIOUS EXPERTS (MILITARY, TECHNICAL, 
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AND PERHAPS INTELLIGENCE). LATER ON. IF FRENCH SUGGEST 
THAT PARTICIPATION BE MORE SENIOR, THE US SIDE WOULD BE 
PREPARED FOR AMBASSADOR ADRIAN FISHER (HEAD OF CW 
DELEGATION AND US REPRESENTATIVE TO CCD) TO TAKE PART. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO THE TIMING OF CONSULTATIONS WE WOULD 
NOT BE PREPARED TO HOLD IT UNTIL EARLY NEXT YEAR. SINCE 
THE NEXT ROUND OF US-USSR BILATERALS ON CW IS SCHEDULED 
TO START ON JANUARY 10 IN GENEVA. IT DOES NOT APPEAR 
FEASIBLE TO HOLD THE MEETING IN WASHINGTON PRIOR TO 
START OF BILATERALS. THEREFORE, WE WOULD PROPOSE HOLDING 
THE MEETING EITHER IN GENEVA, PARIS. LONDON OR BONN. 

WE BELIEVE THAT ONE DAY WOULD BE ADEQUATE AND WOULD 
PROPOSE ANY DAY FROM JANUARY 1 1-27 IF MEETING IS TO 
BE IN GENEVA. IF MEETING IS TO BE HELD IN ANOTHER CITY, 

WE WOULD PREFER HOLDING IT ON A FRIDAY OR MONDAY 
(JANUARY 13, 16, 20, 23 OR 27) TO MINIMIZE THE ABSENCE 
OF US DEL FROM THE US-USSR BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO THE CW AGENDA, WE WOULD PREFER TO 
FOCUS THE DISCUSSION ON VERIFICATION ISSUES INCLUDING 
CHALLENGE ON-SITE INSPECTIONS, THE FUNCTION OF THE 
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CONSULTATION COMMITTEE, VERIFICATION OF THE DESTRUCTION 
OF STOCKS, VERIFICATION OF DISPOSITION OF FACILITIES, 

AND AGREED ON-SITE INSPECTION OF FACILITIES PERMITTED 
TO HANDLE OR PRODUCE SUPER-TOXIC CHEMICALS. WE WOULD 
ALSO BE PREPARED TO INCLUDE ANYRELATED ISSUES THAT 
FRENCH OR OTHERS MIGHT WISH TO RAISE 

6. EMBASSY PARIS SHOULD APPROACH DE LA FERRIERE INFORMALLY, 

DRAWING ON THE FOREGOING, TO DETERMINE IF HE WISHES 
TO PURSUE THE MATTER ALONG THE LINES WE HAVE 
SUGGESTED. CHRISTOPHER 
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